
 

Director, William Lowell Putnam Mathematical Competition 

Call for Applications and Nominations 

The Mathematical Association of America (MAA) seeks applications and nominations for the 
position of Director of the William Lowell Putnam Mathematical Competition (the Putnam), 
widely regarded as the premier undergraduate mathematics competition in North America. 

First held in 1938, the Putnam Competition has challenged generations of undergraduate 
students with problems that reward originality and deep mathematical thinking. Many of 
today’s leading mathematicians first gained national recognition through their participation in 
the Putnam, making the competition an enduring tradition in the undergraduate mathematical 
community. 

The Putnam Director provides leadership and management for the Competition and 
collaborates closely with MAA staff and the Putnam Associate Director to oversee its academic 
and operational success. Responsibilities include directing the Putnam Problems Committee, 
coordinating the development of the exam and solutions, planning and overseeing scoring, 
communicating with local supervisors, and helping promote the Competition within the 
mathematical community. The Director also curates Competition information on the MAA 
website, contributes messaging about procedures and deadlines, and prepares an annual 
report on the exam for publication in the American Mathematical Monthly. 

The position includes compensation and may include support such as a course release, 
depending on the Director’s home institution. The Director serves as a visible ambassador for 
the Competition and helps advance initiatives that strengthen its impact on undergraduate 
mathematics. 

Applications and nominations are welcome. 

Please send your CV and one-page statement of interest to amchq@maa.org.  
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