Book 10
Definition 4

And let the square on the assigned straight-line be
called rational. And (let areas) commensurable with it
(also be called) rational. But (let areas) incommensu-
rable with it (be called) irrational, and (let) their square-
roots® (also be called) irrational—the sides themselves, if
the (areas) are squares, and the (straight-lines) describ-
ing squares equal to them, if the (areas) are some other
rectilinear (figure).



